Maine Chapter of the American College of Emergency Physicians

Annual Lobster bake and Membership Meeting

Cabbage Island, Maine

June 23, 2005

MINUTES

In attendance: Drs. Kendall, Benson, Bisbing, Chagrasulis, Chandler, Fowle, Gibbs, Kemmerer, Liebow, Mesrobian, Marcolini, Peredy, Perron, Sandick, Saucier, Stuchiner, Tedrick, Tomasoni, Steinkeler, and DiPietrantonio,  Also, Anna Bragdon, Chapter Executive.

Welcoming Remarks.  Dr. Kendall welcomed the group, including Pam Benson, a former and long-time member who moved to South Carolina, and Anna Bragdon, who has returned as Chapter Executive.
Elections.  Dr. Kendall led the elections.  The group voted unanimously to accept the following slate.

President:  Kevin Kendall, MD

President-elect:  Michael Gibbs, MD

Treasurer/Secretary:  Paul Liebow, MD

Councillors:  Kevin Kendall, MD, and Michael Gibbs, MD

Alternate Councillors:  John Alexander, MD, and Sandy Stevens, MD

EMRA Representative: Evie Marcolini, MD

Treasurer’s Report.  The Treasurer’s report was sent to each member.  The numbers look good.

Survey.  Dr. Kendall noted that he will be working on a state survey of ED physicians regarding membership.

Medical Clearance Guidelines.  Dr. Tedrick discussed a recent trend in the ED with members:  psychiatric hospitals asking for greater screening exams before admittance.  He feels that this is a matter of educating the staff at the psychiatric hospitals.  The state wants medical clearance guidelines, so we will circulate ours, annually.  The hospitals are requesting lab tests regardless whether they it’s medical or indicated.  It slows things down.  There’s an unnecessary delay in the patient’s acceptance.  It wasn’t always like that.  Even when a bed is available, the acceptance is delayed.  Some psychiatrists don’t talk to the ED until the labs are back.  Therefore, you can’t even communicate with them to let them know it is not a reasonable request.  ACTION TAKEN:  The group agreed to send the guidelines out again, especially to the state and the Maine Psychiatric Association.

Mandatory Blue Papers for Volunteer Patients.  Dr. Chagrasulis brought his issue to the group’s attention.  Psychiatrists have recently asked that the patient be involuntary, but Becky is concerned over how that would affect the patient’s life forever.  Dr. Peredy suggested that perhaps it had to do with administering meds.  Dr. Tedrick suggested he speak to Brenda Harvey about this issue.  Perhaps there is an economic incentive to do this.  There may be a chief advocate from the consent decree who would want to know this.  There was a legislative panel on involuntary commitment.  We should see who was on that.
EMS.  Dr. Kendall brought up the issue of Ground RSI.  The MDPB subcommittee is looking into this.  They are using LifeFlight as a model.  Nurse and paramedics would be equally trained.  [Kevin:  Please fill this in for me.]
Specialist Shortage.  Dr. Kendall expressed his concern over the existing shortage of specialists in the state.  He noted that oral surgeons are rotating hospitals.  Dr. Gibbs noted that this will be the biggest problem to face next.  Many won’t take call for ED without being paid for it.  We must regionalize coverage.  He added that oral surgery has priviledges at MMC but does not have to take call.  This will be Dr. Gibb’s first priority when he is President.  There must be a regional answer.  

MMA Contract.  Dr. Kendall announced that Anna would be contracting with MMA to cover ACEP.  Anna reviewed the details of the contract.  The group unanimously agreed to accept her contract and gave her a warm welcome back.

Next Meeting.  September 14, 2005 in Portland.

Other issues.  (1) The group congratulated Michael Gibbs on getting National Teacher of the Year Award from ACEP.  (2)  Dr. Peredy announced that Maine is doubling the number of medical toxicologists. He is putting on a course on chemical agents of opportunity for free.  (3)  Dr. Saucier noted the Wilderness weekend coming up in August – Anna will send a notice around.  (4)  Dr. Tomassoni said that he may need letters of support for the HRSA bioterrorism money to get to hospitals.

Adjournment.  8:10pm.
Respectfully submitted,

Anna Bragdon

Chapter Executive
